

              The Affordable Care Act and Behavioral Health:
   What You Need to Know to Be Ready

The Challenge of Certified Electronic Health Records (EHR)

for Behavioral Health Providers

General Information

Eligible professionals (EP) - Definition of eligible health care professionals is limited mostly to physicians and nurse practitioners, however legislation has been introduced to expand this definition.  Eligibility differs between the Medicare and Medicaid Programs.

Incentive Payments - Eligible health care professionals and hospitals can receive incentive payments from the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) who through adoption, implementation or upgrade to a certified EHR technology can demonstrate utilization that achieves the standards of meaningful use for a period of time.  Maximum incentives are $44,000 and $63,750 for Medicare and Medicaid, respectively.

Meaningful Use – In Stage 1, there are a core set of 15 required objectives and 10 menu set objectives.  To achieve meaningful use, an EP must utilize certified EHR technology to meet all 15 required core objectives and 5 of the 10 menu set objectives.  Stage 2 objectives have recently been released and can only be met after criteria for Stage 1 has been achieved.

Three Components of Meaningful Use specified by ARRA:

1. Use of a certified EHR in a meaningful manner (e.g., e-prescribing)

2. Use of certified EHR technology for electronic exchange of health information to improve quality of health care.

3. Use of certified EHR technology to submit clinical quality measures (CQM) and other such measures selected by the Secretary.

Certified EHR Technology – EPs must utilize ONC-ATCB Certified (i.e., CCHIT, Drummond Group) EHR technology to demonstrate meaningful use.

Challenges related to picking an EHR

· Systems do not meet requirements/needs of organization
· Limited system flexibility to adapt to needs

· Expensive to purchase, implement and operate

· Staff adoption of system

Helpful Links for More Information

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services EHR Incentive Programs
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Getting_Started.html
The Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology

http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt/community/healthit_hhs_gov__home/1204
Certified Health IT Product List

http://oncchpl.force.com/ehrcert
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